the king was not intending to reform his ways ; he
did not sacrifice Strafibid, so to speak, as a peace-
offering to the angry Commons, in which case,
perhaps, it might have been urged that the royal
assent was given to the Hill as a guarantee of good
faith. But Charles acted dishonourably by all
parties ; lie gave up his truest friend from fear, to
gain time for the preparation of his forces for the
struggle, which he foresaw and which he intended to
undertake ; and for him there can be no feeling of
pity, but merely profound contempt. Weak, pusil-
lanimous, cowardly ; the king abandoned Strafforcl,
and destroyed the only man who might have been
able to win him victory. And the entire futility of
his baseness is shown by the fact that, within eighteen
months, war had begun, and there was an end of his
double-dealing.

Meanwhile, the Commons, whose position was
strengthened by the presence of Alexander Leslie's
army in the northern counties, followed up their
initial success by striking at all the existing abuses.
The archbishop was impeached and committed to
the Tower, other ministers were fined, more flecl
across the sea, and the royalist party seemed to have
ceased to exist. In rapid succession the courts of
Star Chamber and of High Commission, the most
formidable instruments of despotism, were abolished ;
Ship Money was declared to be illegal, and the Tudor
Councils of Wales and of the North, of the county
palatine of Chester and of the duchy of Lancaster,
were done away. The first Triennial Act, declaring
that Parliament must meet at least once in every